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Decision

Riga, 20.09.2021.

  


No 5-4/8420
In accordance with the European Commission's explanation “Environmental assessment applicable to the plans and programmes co-financed by the EU in the period 2021-2027” of 6 January 2020, provided to the responsible authorities for Interreg programmes (hereinafter - EU programs) in the Member States, the need for environmental assessment is emphasized, namely: all EU programmes initially should be examined to assess the need for an environmental assessment in accordance with Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2001 on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programs on the environment (EIA Directive). 
EU programmes developed in sectors not covered by the EIA Directive (such as territorial cooperation, social action, migration, security or border management) may not require such assessment. However, if such programmes provide a framework for the development of projects listed in the annexes to the EIA Directive (for example, construction of schools, hospitals, migrant accommodation, international or cross-border infrastructure), it must be determined whether they are likely to have significant effects on the environment (to perform initial environmental impact assessment or ‘screening’).

When submitting an EU programme to the European Commission for approval, it must be accompanied by all documents prepared during the screening phase to demonstrate that the applicable provisions of the EIA Directive have been followed.

Taking into account mentioned above, and based on the planned strategic framework of the Interreg VI-A Latvia-Lithuania Cross-Border Cooperation Programme 2021-2027 (hereinafter - LV-LT Programme), the Joint Programming Committee for the Development of the LV-LT Programme (hereinafter - LV-LT Joint Programming Committee) in 2020 entrusted the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development to perform the initial environmental impact assessment (screening) of the LV-LT Programme in accordance with the relevant legal framework of the Republic of Lithuania, above all taking into account the Law "On Environmental Impact Assessment of the Planned Economic Activities" in order to ensure decision-making on the need for a strategic environmental impact assessment in accordance with the EIA Directive for the LV-LT Programme area in Lithuania.

The Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment screening document of  LV-LT Programme  was prepared and submitted for consultations on 9 July 2021 to the institutions referred to Section IV of Resolution No 147 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania “On Approval of the Procedure for Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment of Plans and Programmes“. 

Following institutions were consulted in accordance with Section IV of Resolution No 147 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania “On Approval of the Procedure for Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment of Plans and Programmes“:

1. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania;

2. Ministry of Health of the Republic of Lithuania;

3. Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Lithuania;
4. State Service for Protected Areas under the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania.

All consulted institutions concluded that it was not required to perform strategic environmental impact assessment of the LV-LT Programme. In conclusion of institutions, the following points were emphasised:

· no significant negative impact of the LV-LT Programme is foreseen;
· measures foreseen in the LV-LT Programme target promotion of healthy life style, nature tourism, improvement of social services and social well-being; 

· positive significant impact is expected on people health, well-being and safety;

· the LV-LT Programme aims to seek green, resilient and sustainable development, enhance protection and preservation of nature, biodiversity and green infrastructure, including in urban areas, and reduce all forms of pollution;

· the implementation of the LV-LT Programme will not have negative significant impact on protected species and habitats in Natura 2000 territories, national protected areas or natural values.

Considering the prepared Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment screening document of the LV-LT Programme and conclusions submitted by the institutions during the consultation process, the Managing Authority concludes that significant negative impact on environment and on protected species and habitats in Natura 2000 territories, national protected areas or natural values is not foreseen. Thus, the Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment of the Programme is not required. 

The decision was harmonized with the LV-LT Joint Programming Committee on 10 September 2021.
Annexes:
1. The Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment screening document of Interreg VI-A Latvia-Lithuania Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2021-2027 (in Lithuanian)

2. Summary of the results of consultations (in English)

3. Conclusion of the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania (in Lithuanian)

4. Conclusion of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Lithuania (in Lithuanian)

5. Conclusion of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Lithuania (in Lithuanian)

6. Conclusion of the State Service for Protected Areas under the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania (in Lithuanian).

Head of the Managing Authority,

Deputy State Secretary
S.Cakuls
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